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Kennath N. Weinatein, Eaq. ,
Associate Administrator for Safety Assurance
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
400 Seventh Street, S.W., Room 5329
Washington, DC 20590

Re: Part 573 Defect and Noncompliance Repart
Daar Mr. Wainstain;

Dana Corporation, Commercial Vehicle Systems Division ("Dana™ has
detarmined that certain trailer axe assemblies manufacturad by Dana and sold to Great
Dane Trailers may contain defact related to motor vahicle safety. Pursuantto 49 C.FR,
§ 573.3(e), Dana, as the vriginal aquipmant manufacturer, |s providing this notification
and remedy on behalf of Great Dane. To date, there have been no reports of any
accidents or injurias related to this defact,

The following information s submitted in accordance with 48 C_F.R. § 573.5.

(1) Manufacturer;
Dana Corporation
Commercial Vehicle Systems Divislon
P.O. Box 4067
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49003-4097
(616) 567-1088

{2) Product identification:
Dana Spicer Traller Axie Model P22LS501W7705 equipped with Dana LMS Hub
Asgomblies installed on certain Great Dane tralers,

{(3) Recall population: | '
56 trailer axles equipped with the subject hub assembliee, and instalied on Groat
Dane trallers. Dana will subject 100% of the affected axia production to
ingpection, and will repair or replace those wheel hub assemblies and bearings
that are dstermined through these Ingpections to be incorectly installed.
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Approximate percentage of partsivehicles containing the defect:
Unknown

Description of the defoct

The aublect traller axies wers squipped with the whael aquipmant (1.e., brakes,
brake drums, whee! hubs and wheel bearings) instalied by Dana. Thaw'mul hub
arrangement used on these axies wes Dana's LMS (Low Maintenance System),

in which a solié epacer i3 used betwesn the inner and auter wheel bearing conee .
o sstablish wheel baarng endpley, '

Dana determined that two axies from a population of 58 units built during the
November 13 and November 14, 2002 production run were oquippad with the
Incorrect outer wheal bearing cons. As & result, the outer wheel baaring will
prematurely fail, and potentially allow the wheal to separate. from the trailer.

Customers supplied by Dana:

The only cuatomer to which Danm suppliad the subject axdes is Greet Dane
Trallers. All of the trallers containing the subject axdes have, In tum, been sold or
leased by Great Dane to Ovemnite Trnmport:hon

chmnulogy of the principal events:

On January 2, 2003, Dana was advisad by Ovamite Transportation that a Rana
axle {serial number E021-08138) may have been equipped with an impropsr

outer wheel baaring cone, as evidenced by the baaring part number. On January
15, 2003, Dana wrs advised by Ovemite Transportation that Overnite had
idantified & second axle (senal number ED21-08139) contalning an improper {
outer wheet bearing cons. g

On or about January 20, 2003, Dana received the aerial number for the sscond
axle. Upon further investigation, using the eerial number data, Dana determined
that both axi=s wers assembbed during the seme production run at Dana's plant
In Montgomery, Alabama on November 13 and 14, 2002,

On January 23, 2003, Dana made the determination that the subject axtes may
contain a sefety-related dafect.

Dana Is reviewing its gquality control processes in an &ffort to avoid this type of
problem in the future, Dana iz aware of no accidents or injurias relating to this
defect,

Rernedy for the defect

Dana has hotified Great Dane of this malter, and has provided Great Dane with
the serial numbers of the potentially affectsd axies. Dana has beon advieed that
the entird population of trailers equipped with the affected trailer axles was
shipped by Great Dane to Ovemite Transportation. Dana has further been
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advised that Overnite Transporiation has kientified each of theae units within its
float.

Dana has provided Overnite with a preliminary copy of & written notification
inapection procadure which may be used to identify any additional defective :
axies among the population of 58 axies shipped to Great Dane, The inspection
process consists of parking the irsilers on a level surfaca, raising the traller with a
jeck untll the: tires are off the ground, nelsasing the trailer brakes and checking for
excessive wheel bearing endplay. If a unit with sxcessive endplay is detected,
the ramedy will be to remove the entire whael hub assembly and baarings and
reptace them with the comect part to be supplled by Dana.

Dana will provide replacement paris free of charge, and will reimburae Ovemits
Transportation for reasonable labor chargea relating to the inspectiona and, if
applicabis, removing and replacing the affeciad wheel hub assemblies and
bBearings. .

(8  Part 577 Notice Letter and Pre-Recall Romady Reimbursament Plan

Dana will submit its proposed Owner Notification Letier and a copy the applicable
Fre-Recall Ramedy Reimbureament Plan to NHTSA shortly.

Please advisa the undarsigned of the campalgn number assigned o this recall by
the Office of Defects Invaetigation.

onald W. Commons
eplor Coungel



